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The Parish Precept

This is the time of the year that town and parish
councils draw up their budgets for the next twelve
months. These funds, called the Precept, are
added on to the council tax by the district council
—in our case Thanet District Council. In other
words whatever Birchington Parish Council
decides to spend comes out of the pockets of
villagers.

Whilst Birchington Parish Council isaudited by the National
Audit Commissionitisnot capped by central government. It
thereforefall sto aparish council to provide, within reason,
thosethingsthat thedistrict council are, for whatever cause,
unableto provide. A parish council that meetsregularly but does
nothingisquiteclearly not much good for thecommunity. On
theother hand, aparish council that spendsindiscriminately is
asonot actinginthebest interests of villagers.

Herein Birchingtonthecouncil takesitsfinancia responsbilities
serioudly. Proposed projectsare serioudy researched and
costed before any decisonsaremade. Public consultationis
often carried out. Fundsare sourced fromthird parties
wherever possible.

Thereisanimpressivelist of projectscarried out by BPC over
thelast few yearsinthevillagewhich attest to theimpact of
BPC onthefabricof villagelife. CrispePark Playground, The
Lychgate Scheme, Station Rd Improvement, Peter Francis
Memoria Playground, Re-siting of Fountain, Renovation of
War Memoria, Provision of Public Seating.

L ast year the precept for Birchington Parish Council wasthe
lowest per band D housein Thanet at £7.65. Thisyear it will
beraised by 2%. Itisaconcernthat over 50% of thischargeis
overhead but, inthesedaysof litigation, itisnot possibleto
reducethisfigurewithout incurring unacceptablerisk. In
addition councillors spend quite alarge percentage of their time
examining, and sometimesfighting, planning applicationsthough
thisdoesnot cost the el ectorate anything.

Itis, however, afact that wereceivevery littlefeed back from
Birchingtonianson whether weare doing too little or too much
—or whether the quality of our projectsisacceptable. Please
takealittletimetotell uswhat you think. Call acouncillor or
usetheweb site—welook forward to hearing from you.

Contact your

councillor

One of the easiest ways to have your
views heard is to contact your local
councillor. To make an appointment,
telephone the Clerk to the Parish
Council on 01227 742 822 and leave a
message with name and telephone
number or address so that return
contact may be made — alternatively,
telephone any Parish Councillor direct.

Chairman
Brian White, 26 Alpha Road,
Birchington CT7 9EQ (Tel: 843334)

Vice Chairman
John Garland, 1 Daryngton Avenue,
Birchington CT7 9PS (Tel: 845576)

Members

Iris Bedwell, 1, College Farm
Cottages, Crispe Road, Birchington
CT7 OJH (Tel:841906)

Jack Cohen, 2 Leslie Road,
Birchington CT7 9HG (Tel: 847421)

Dennis Cooper, Chesapeake, Cliff
Road, Birchington CT7 9LS (Tel:
845933)

Jean Fleming, 3 Edward Drive,
Birchington CT7 9BY (Tel: 842267)

Julie Francis, 7 Kent Gardens,
Birchington CT7 9RS (Tel: 841796)

Roger Latchford, 10 Seaview Road,
Birchington CT7 9LB (Tel : 846458)

Margaret Sheldrick, Walnut Tree
Cottage, 16A Grenham Road,
Birchington CT7 9JH (Tel: 841545)

John Worrow, 16 Ingoldsby Road,
Birchington CT7 9PL

(Tel:07847 303256)

Clerk to Parish Council

Colette Coleman

All enquiries and correspondence to
the Council Office, Rear of 34 The
Square, Birchington, Kent, CT7 9AA
Tel: 01227 742 822



BRIAN WHITE

A profile of the Chairman of
Birchington Parish Council

Brianwasbornin Eastry and waseducated in
Sandwich. Hespent 22 yearsintheArmy serving
in hot spots such asAden, Brunei and Sarawak.
Heismarried with two children—both now
grownup. After lifeintheArmy, Brianworkedin
anumber management positionswith transport
companiesand completed hisworking lifewith the
policea Margateinvolved againintransport.

— =

Brian White

Sinceretirement hehastravelled theworld visiting
one son and grandson in Canadaand takenin
Hong Kong and Singapore. Hisinterestsare
gardening, football and charity work. HeisChair
of theloca branch of the Royd British Legionand
amember of the Birchington Residents
Association, Birchington Twinning Association

and theBirchington Horticultural Society. Inhis
gparetime he enjoysagame of snooker

If you need help from the Police or

Community Support Officers
The telephone number for N. Birchington Community
Support Officer is 0796 958 3919 and for S. Birching-
ton Community Support Officer 07772 226 230

VISITOR CENTRE
PLANNED FOR
THANET EARTH

Thanet Earth isnow ayear old and
claimsto have achieved al of thegoals
set out in the original plan to produce
high-quality vegetable salad cropsina

unit that isalmost carbon-neutral. Cur-
rent work includes clearing and replant-
ing the pepper and tomato plants

Winter tomato productionisin full
swing and light levelsare generally well
contained. Thelights are on between
midnight and dawn and on darker winter
days. Considerationisbeing givento a
second pepper greenhouse for Spring
2010.

There have been many requests to tour
the facility, which Thanet Earth has regretta-
bly had to be deny due to the closed envi-
ronment and the potential for plants to
become diseased with contact from out-
side.

Plans for a dedicated visitor centre
are however being drawn up and in due
course itis expected that it will be a
popular destination.

Any questions regarding Thanet
Earth can be directed to the company



A KALEIDOSCOPE
OF BIRCHINGTON

Volume 1 by Jennie Burgess

The first version of this book began about four
years ago, but as a large ‘tome’ of a book,
which tramped through the centuries as it told
Birchington’s long history. Then, in June this
year, a suggestion was made that it would be
much wiser to do what people had first asked
me for — which was to write down the gist of
what each of my talks contained. The new
format was to have ten topics, with roughly
ten pages on each topic, consisting of half
text and half pictures. | rejected this at first,
saying “It will kill my ‘muse’!” It was pointed
out in no uncertain terms that the majority of
the text was already in my computer —
gathered over the last ten years!

The new idea was eventually achieved,
with the subjects being chosen at random from
the 40 or more talks | do or the displays | have
put on in the middle Newsagent’'s side
windows. Itwas the sense of medley that we
tried to convey when we chose the title of the
book. Akaleidoscope has such a wonderful
variety of patterns as the tube is rotated —and
the village of Birchington never ceases to
amagze its residents in the way it is constantly
changing and adapting, and yet still retaining
its warmth, beauty and caring heart.

The topics we have covered in this
first volume are — The Church, The
Churchyard, Farms & Barns, Quex Park,
windmills in Birchington, Hall, Law &
Order, The Fire Brigade, Medieval & Tudor
Birchington and The Railway & Seaside.

In working on the first ten topics, others
kept nudging at my elbow, demanding to be
included — so the second volume was soon
beginning to take form. The topics it will cover
are — The Square & Fountain, Schools &
Education, The First Bungalows, 17" (&
possibly 18") Century Birchington, The
Curate & The Queen, Lost Buildings in
Birchington, The Catholic Church, The Three

Village Centres and Birchington in the First
World War. There will also be a short section
on the birth of the Birchington Heritage Trust
and its Museum, which is the beneficiary for
all the profits from the books.

The trust members and | all hope that
readers of the books will continue to add their
own memories to our archives — and let me
know of any mistakes that they notice in what
is said. These will be such a help if we need
to do a reprint of any volume in the future.
Thebook ison saleat £10, plus£2.50p & p if
outside Birchington. To order a copy send a
chequeand your detailsto Jennie Burgess,
6AlphaRoad, Birchington, CT79EQ

CHRISTMAS FAIR A
GREAT SUCCESS

3 |_i'.
Santa’s Toy Shed outside Somerfields
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Children enjoying the ice rink outside the Powell Arms
Birchington wasbuzzingfor theChristmas
Fair on the 28th and 29th November. The
Fair wasorganised alongwith theswitching
on of theChristmaslightsin thetown



JUust a
minute...

A summary of the
minutes of the meeting held
on 30th November 2009.
The full minutes are avail-
able on the council website

MrsPam Vilton, Chair-
man of the Events Committee
gave her thanksto the District
and Parish Councillorsfor their
help and financia support
towardsthe Christmas Event.
MrsVilton also thanked the
Clerk for her assistance.

Mr la Roche, amember
of thepublic gave hiscongratu-
lationson the event and stated
that hisobjection raised previ-
oudy wasunder investigation,
having been told by the Stand-
ardsBoardthat it isamatter for
asolicitor and not them.

POLICEAND WARDEN
REPORT

Warden Liam Doogan gavehis
year-end report commenting
that crimeand anti socia
behaviour hasdeclinedinthe
Villagethisyear helped by the
provision of moreactivitiesfor
theYouthincluding theyouth
club andimproved sports
facilitiesat KESand the primary
school. Reported incidents of
roguetradershaveasofallen
following an avareness
campaign. Pursetheft however
iscurrently aproblem.

REPORT OFDISTRICT
COUNCILLORS

Cllr J Robertsattended several
eventswith her husband asVice
Chairman, promoting Thanet
and Birchingtonin particular.

ClIr Sheldrick had attended 12
civicfunctionsas Chairman of
TDCincludingthe
Remembrance Day Parade.

Cllr Latchford hasattended a
number of conferencesacross
Kent and the Kent Partnership
meeting. DEFRA isabout to
grant alicencefor the Thanet
windfarm project, and apublic
consultationwill belaunched
soononthenight flying strategy.
CllIr Latchford hasalso had
continued mestingswith Port of
Boulogneand Euroferries
regarding the servicefrom

Ramsgate.

CLERKSREPORT

The Clerk reported onitemsof
correspondenceincluding; an
invitationfor theChairmanto
attend the Civic Service next
April, andrepliesregarding
BPC concernover irregular car
parking charges.

MEMBERSREPORTS

Cllr Sheldrick hasdedtwitha
coupleof housingissues
including aboundary dispute.
Cllr Fleminglstoattenda
Youth Club meetingon
December 2,

Cllr Latchford spokeat the

TDC Planning meeting regarding

the Berkeley Road application
and dealt with other planning
ISsues,

Cllr Cooper reported that here
had been an attempted burglary
at the Post Officewiththe
offender arrested following the
provisionof CCTV footage.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Finance Committee

Thelist of paymentswas
circulated and agreed. There
were 15 paymentstotalling
£23,222.07 including the
payment for new play
equipment.

A £50 donation wasreceived
from Quex Park. At thelast
Financemeeting various
procedureswereagreedin
preparation for next year's
audit. A budget meeting has
been called for December 9" to
agreenext year’s precept
requirement. PPP Committee

Parks. Thenew play
equipment hasbeeningtdled
and stonesplaced at the
entrances and under benches.

Projects. TheChristmaslights
arenow onfor theseason. The
Committee hasthelonger term
respongbility of finding new
premisesfor the PC asthe
current leaseexpiresin 3years.

Publicity: Clir Garland
attended the public surgery and
thewebsite continuesto attract
vidtors.

The Chairman of
Birchington Parish
Council and dlll
Councillors wish

everyone a
Prosperous and

Happy
New Year

L ook for thefull minuteson our website, aswell as contact number setc. on www.bir chington.or g/Parish/civic.htm




